
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       July 16, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 263 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I have internalized the conclusion that I am not 

enough.  I grasp intellectually that this conclusion is false, that it is 
based on someone else’s opinion about me, and has no basis in 
fact.  However, emotionally, it is what operates in me, and much 
of the way I relate to myself is based on it: my life is marked by 
constant efforts to make me into someone and/or something 
different and better.  As a result, I rarely savor the way I am.  
Instead, my mind is occupied with chatter focused on different 
ways I am lacking and insufficient, and with various strategies 
regarding how to overcome these deficiencies.  You are the 
initiator of awareness in me, including the awareness that I think 
something is a flaw, and do so as a way to invite me to wait with 
flaws and watch as you turn them over in my mind so I can try on 
other ways to see them.  But, I doubt such reflection can teach 
me to delight in something I habitually find distasteful. I doubt 
that by giving myself to such serious thought and consideration I 
will both possess and benefit from something I routinely dismiss.  
Help me think carefully about this doubt which inhibits my 
responding to you and what you do with me. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 13:1-9, (10-17), 18-23 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 284 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 316 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        Session 
     11:30  lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for July 23, 2017  
Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; 
Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. 

F.Y.I. 
 “Jaya” has a new legal name: Mariya Bachert Ramudu, and 
prefers to be called “Jay” (pronounced exactly like the letter “J”). 
 Jim is on vacation beginning tomorrow.  He will return to work 
on Monday, August 28th.  Please contact an Elder if you are in 
need of assistance.  During this time, Sunday morning will 
continue as usual. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 13:1-9, (10-17), 18-23] 

 In the first part of this reading Jesus tells a parable, and in the 
second part of the reading we are informed that the parable is 
about the “kingdom” [of God/heaven]. The word “kingdom” refers 
to the environment in which someone has influence and thereby 
exerts power, and may denote an objective external physical place 
or location, and can also denote a subjective internal relationship. 
I suggest that we think of the kingdom of God/heaven as being an 
influence which God exerts in and on our internal life, and which 
then has an impact on the way we live our external life. We live in 
the kingdom of heaven when we are receptive to and responsive 
to this influence God exerts internally. Initially, the kingdom of 
God/heaven is a subjective reality which subsequently and 
consequently is manifest in the objective world. In order to 
maintain this internal focus, I find it useful to refer to the “influence 
of God” rather than the “kingdom of God.” 
 So, what is the influence which God exerts in our subjective 
world? We can again use the concept from last week where we 
described the influence of God as being the appearance in us of 
“appreciation,” a word which means “the recognition of the 
quality, value, significance, or magnitude of” someone, something, 
or a situation. The life of God is born into us as the experience of 
our being appreciated, an experience which comes to us in the 
middle of our being judged and criticized for some feeling, thought 
or action being true of us. In the middle of this evaluation and 
disapproval we find that the capacity to look at what we are feeling, 
thinking or doing in a more thoughtful and curious way begins to 
operate, and we are able to reflect on the quality, value, 
significance, or magnitude of what is in our awareness. The 
influence of God is to allow us to experience being appreciated so 
that we begin to approach and inhabit any situation with this state 
of mind being active, and apprising us as to how to relate to 
ourselves, to the situation, and to the people we are involved with. 
The “word of the kingdom” mentioned in the text refers to being 
informed about God’s appreciating us and influencing us toward 
being appreciative. 

 God is always sowing the “seeds” of appreciation in our 
interiority, and the reality is that those seeds fall onto different 
conditions within us which result in their not taking root and 
growing. Jesus uses the metaphors of a path, rocks, and thorn 
bushes to describe our internal inhospitable conditions. I offer that 
all these are metaphors to describe different things that obstruct 
our being aware of and attending to the appreciation offered to us. 
Examples of internal things corresponding to the items in the 
metaphor, internal things which inhibit appreciation from taking 
root, would be: the many unconscious mental and physical routines 
that fill our day, or the problems that badger us demanding our 
attention, or unaddressed mental, emotional and/or physical pain. 
We are pushed and pulled by too many pressures, pursued by 
conflicting demands requiring our attention, and harassed by too 
many responsibilities. Occasionally, however, the conditions are 
right, and the seeds of appreciation take root and grow within us. 
 We tend to read the parable as though its focus is on us, on 
whether or not we are the good soil. We believe God wants us to be 
the good soil, and that our job is to make ourselves into good soil. I 
suggest something different: the focus of this parable is God, not us, 
and the point of it is that God is always “sowing” the word of the 
kingdom, the experience of being appreciated, in us. Sometimes we 
can receive being appreciated and sometimes we cannot. 
Sometimes being appreciated takes root in us and we flourish in it, 
and sometimes being appreciated does not take root and we 
struggle. The irony is that the effort to make ourselves into good soil 
is the primary impediment to being good soil, to appreciation taking 
root in us and growing. The effort to be good soil makes our lives 
busy and preoccupies us. Under the pressure to be good soil we do 
not perceive what God is actually and always doing: appreciating us 
as the soil we are, good soil or otherwise. When we think we should 
be good soil our ears are listening for instruction and 
encouragement to be good soil, which is not what God is speaking, 
so in effect our ears become hard of hearing and our hearts 
eventually grow dull. Our eyes are looking for ways to be good soil 
which is not what God is showing us, so our eyes are in effect shut, 
and even though we look we cannot see. God’s effort is to help us 



apprehend the internal conditions that are real for us, and the 
appreciation offered to us is offered about what is real and relates 
to that condition. We learn to appreciate the kind of soil we are. As 
we move through life pursuing becoming good soil, it is difficult for 
us to turn around and live in this different way and be made whole. 
God is always and actively inviting us to see and explore the quality, 
value, significance, or magnitude of who we are and how we are, 
however we are, whether we are hard soil, rocky soil, soil filled with 
thorn bushes or good soil. God is encouraging us to welcome the 
soil we are, and to seek an understanding of the soil we are, as the 
way to be given a sympathetic understanding of being whatever 
soil we are. 
 Being appreciated becomes operative in us in a way that is 
paradoxical: it does not become real through our effort to make it 
real, but by our being made aware of its absence and feeling our 
way into that absence. Here are four examples. A) If we become 
aware that we are being hard on ourselves and then seek to be 
compassionate with ourselves instead, our compassion will be used 
as a club to beat being hard on ourselves out of us, which will 
increase how hard we are being on ourselves. The influence of God 
is different…it is to make us sensitive to being hard on ourselves, to 
help us notice how we are being hard, and to make us aware of 
how we feel when we are treated this way. Compassion forms in 
us as this awareness sinks in. B) If we seek to understand something 
and find we cannot, and then try to make ourselves be 
understanding, our minds will tighten and cease to be receptive, 
and understanding will elude us. The influence of God is to have us 
appreciate our being unable to understand, and to be sensitive to 
the pressure to understand. As this occurs we will begin to 
understand why we cannot understand, and the pressure in us will 
ease which will allow us to understand what we can. C) If we notice 
we are rejecting something and then work to make ourselves 
accept what we reject, we will get caught in a conflict around 
welcoming it. The influence of God is to appreciate that we are 
rejecting and why that is important. As we do so, the ability to 
welcome what we are able to welcome will form. D) If we notice 
how critical and disapproving we are of ourselves and try instead 

to have sympathy for ourselves, we end up being critical of our 
being critical and our self-criticism increases. The influence of God 
is to appreciate the quality, value, significance, or magnitude of 
being self-critical, and notice how our self-criticism influences us 
and makes us feel. As this happens, sympathy will form in us for 
being a self-critical person. Our understanding of our self-criticism 
will increase, which will change the way it manifests itself in us. 

 Appreciation develops in us as a gift which becomes real to us 
as we are made aware of not having it, and open to appreciating not 
having it. 

 [Jim Robie, 7-13-17, Cycle A., Matt. 13:1-9, (10-17), 18-23] 


